Guilden Morden Congregational Church
Connecting with God and our community

Guilden Morden Village
Guilden Morden lies in the county of Cambridgeshire very near to the borders
with Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. The population is about 1,000.
Amenities in the village include a primary school, 2 churches, 2 pubs and a
village hall.
The Congregational Church
The church was established in 1840 and is a member of the Congregational
Federation. We value the support we receive from the Federation especially
with respect to advice and guidance in keeping our congregation, visitors and
buildings safe. The Church has an up to date Keep Safe Certificate.
Our current membership is 9 members, 10 adherents and 12 children. We are
a small friendly congregation who worship together every Sunday morning at
10.30am. We are committed to working in our community to offer hope and
support and to bring members of our community together in faith and love.
We aim that everyone will always find a warm welcome, friendship and
support.
The Church Building
The main Chapel was built in 1840/1 and called its first minister Joseph
Stockbridge in 1840 from Homerton College Cambridge. A teaching area and
vestry were soon added. The frontage of the Chapel was added in 1870 (and
dated in the brickwork). The Hall (called The Schoolroom) was built in 1900.

One of the foundation stones was laid by Principal Horobin of Homerton New
College, now re-located in Cambridge. The Manse was completed in 1989,
after the Old Manse in the High St was sold. The manse is currently occupied
by a tenant but could be used to house a minister again if wished.
Ministry
The church has had a continuous ministry since 1840 until our last minister,
Rev Fionnaigh Reid left us to live in Scotland in 2015. The members of the
Church Meeting have ensured that worship has continued since then with the
help of visiting preachers from sister churches of the Federation and lay clergy
from our local Anglican community. The church is still licensed for weddings
and continues to play an active role in family life with events such as Baptisms.
In addition we work closely with our Anglican church and with our nearest
Congregational church at Litlington, holding joint services on a monthly basis.
Worship
Each week we hold a different style of service.
1st Sunday
Café Service. This is an all-age service of worship, starting off with coffee and croissants
followed by a half hour service of songs, prayers and worship. The service provides toys
and activities for children including pre-school children. The service is very informal,
sometimes a bit noisy but always joyous.
2nd Sunday
Shared service usually with Litlington usually a more formal style of service.
3rd Sunday
We join with our friends from St Mary’s Church of England church for a shared service of
worship. The venue alternates.
4th Sunday and /or last Sunday of the month
On the last Sunday of the month we hold our communion service. We welcome to our
communion table all who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. Those who may
be unsure of their faith are most welcome to join us and can, if they wish, receive a blessing
instead during the service. Usually the fourth and last Sunday are the same but
occasionally we get a month with 5 Sundays. If this is the case we often try to offer a
different kind of service. For example we are fortunate to have a member of the Church
who will lead a Taize service for us and Christian musicians who will lead our worship.

Activities
Whilst our congregation is very small the foot fall through the building each
week for activities is 50+ and still growing.
Mix and Match toddlers group and coffee morning meet every Wednesday
morning throughout the year including school holidays. This group is run by
chapel members who support the group providing refreshments and practical
help.
Men’s Guild meet monthly on a Monday morning, run jointly by chapel
members and the community.
Craft Club and Jigsaw Club both meet monthly on a Thursday afternoon and
Film Club meets monthly on a Friday evening to watch a film and provide an
opportunity for socialising. These are community run groups with support
from chapel members.
Supper Club meets three or four times a year. This is a charity fundraising
event. Our most recent event raised over £500 for a mental health charity.
This is a joint venture between the chapel and the community.
These activities take place in our schoolroom which is also available for hire for
events where the village hall would be too big or unsuitable. Our local
amateur dramatic society regularly use this as a rehearsal space and for the
last 2 years we have worked with them to stage a Christmas celebration in the
chapel itself.
We have lots of ideas for further activities run both by the chapel members
and the community.
Communication
The Church has a website which is kept up to date. We also have a section on
the village website. We publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed
electronically and through the village newsletter and the Anglican Group
newsletter.
The Church Meeting
All decisions about the life and work of the church are made through the
Church Meeting and we have a very creative, committed and supportive
membership.

Our vision
We wish to grow the role of the Congregational Church within the village of
Guilden Morden to provide support, friendship and especially comfort in times
of trouble. We want to help people make a new connection with God; to see
that God is relevant and accessible in today’s world; to lead by example
showing that God can make a real difference in our lives; in other words, to live
our mission statement – Connecting with God and our Community.
The Church has a strong tradition of community involvement and we wish to
grow the work we do in the community.
We would like to provide more pastoral care and feel that we need a minister
to take these vital aspects of church life forward in partnership with the Church
meeting and the community.
Therefore we are seeking a minister who can work with us on our ambitious
agenda.
This could be a half-time or shared ministry with the possibility of
accommodation in the manse.
Do you think you might be the right person?
Could you connect with God, our congregation and our community?
Our hopes and expectations
We are seeking someone who is already a minister, training to be a minister or
who would like to train as a minister and is experienced in leading worship.
We are looking for strong and confident pastoral care skills and experience.
Ideally you will have experience of working with all ages, backgrounds and
ethnicities, including children and young people and vulnerable people.
Possessing group work skills you will have experience of supporting evangelism
and be passionate about growing our congregation.
Ideally you will be organised and able to manage your own workload and time
and have many of the following personal attributes:inspirational, dynamic, positive, innovative, creative, prayerful, empathic and
sensitive, reliable, consistent and caring

What you can expect from us
To be part of a caring congregation and local community in the beautiful
Cambridgeshire countryside.
A clear vision, purpose, values and strategy.
The opportunity to work jointly with other churches and organisations,
including the Congregational Federation
Reliable and consistent support through the Church meeting and through
supervision and mentoring. We want this to be an empowering relationship
which encourages innovation and creativity.
Pay and expenses
Annual leave
Accommodation or enhanced salary
Pension options can be sought through the Financial Controller of the
Congregational Federation
Does God have plans for you in Guilden Morden?
If you understand the word of God and its application to daily life and you
would like to participate in the life of our community, perhaps this is the
opportunity you have been looking for.
You will need a lot of patience and a good sense of humour and you will need
to be versatile and flexible, but we will do our utmost to ensure that your
mission here will be one of joy and accomplishment.
If you are interested in applying for our post, please contact Yvonne Campbell
at Federation headquarters for further information.
Sandy Watkins Chair of Church Meeting
sandy@inteserv.co.uk

