
Title Action Research As A Way Of Doing Theology 

Code 5XCFKK Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSJU 2 
FHEQ 5 Credits 20 Total Learning Hours 200 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations None 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours weeks 

Timetabled Contact: Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes 15 36 

Supported Open Learning: 

Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work, guidance through core 
resources, guided research inquiry, VLE activities 
undertaken in between timetabled sessions. 

35 36 

Independent Study: 

Student’s own learning activities and skills 
development, including preparation for timetabled 
sessions, individual study, research activities, use 
of VLE learning resources, preparing and writing 
assignments 

150 36 

Total:  200 36 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual fieldwork related to module 
assignments 60  

 
Rationale and Aims 

Practical Theology locates theological activity throughout the whole of life, individual and corporate, social and 
political, doing as well as thinking. Action research as a way of doing theology (ART) provides a method of 
integrating insight and understanding, faith and skills in dialogue with the Bible; the tradition and witness of the 
church; and the life of the world. This action research project focuses on a topic chosen by the student in 
consultation with tutors. 
 
This module aims to : 

• Develop understanding and knowledge of action research. 
• Develop knowledge and understanding of ‘doing’ theology (practical theology). 
• Develop knowledge and understanding of a range of approaches to interpreting the Bible. 
• Equip the student as a self-reflexive researcher able to integrate faith both personally and corporately 

in terms of Christian vocation and practice within the ministry of the churches and the Church. 
• Equip the student to use action research as a way of doing theology to inquire into their own practices 

and that of their own faith community(ies). 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1)  Analyse action research and practical theology with particular attention to the use of the Bible.  
2)  Synthesise action research and practical theology in exploring practices in ministry and the church and 

show thorough and analytical research with attention to biblical themes. 
3)  Demonstrate creative thought in developing and defending their findings. 
4)  Critically define first, second and third person voices in research inquiry and select the voice(s) which 

relate to the particular research project and defend these decisions in written and oral form.  
 

 



Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# description weighting learning 
outcomes 

1 Written Work (3000 words) [project report] 75% 1, 2, 3 

2 Individual Presentation (10 minutes) 25% 3, 4 

Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least:  
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 

•  A minimum mark of 40 in each component. 
 
Indicative Content 

This module is based on guided research on a practical theological theme. Module Handbook includes: 
 

• Methodological issues: Introducing ART. 
• Using the Bible in practical theology (Hermeneutics). 
• The ART of attention: action/reflection and theological reflection. 
• Power in the context of research. 
• Positionality: insider-outsider researcher inquiring into faith practices.  
• Tools for putting together written and oral presentations. 

 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Bell, J. (2014) Doing your Research Project: A Guide for first time Researchers in Education Health and Social 
Science. 6th ed. Maidenhead, OUP. 
Cameron, H., Bhatti, D., Duce, C., Sweeney, J., & Watkins, C. (2010). Talking about God in practice:  theological 
action research and practical theology. London: SCM Press. 
Coghlan, D. & Brannick, T (2014), Doing Action Research in Your Own Organisation. London, SAGE. 
McNiff, J. (20014) Writing and Doing Action Research. Los Angeles, SAGE. 
Swinton, J., & Mowat, H. (2006). Practical theology and qualitative research. London, SCM Press. 
 

Indicative journals / periodicals (3 examples from current subscriptions): 

Action Research) 
International Journal of Action Research 
Practical Theology 
 
Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

FD Practical Theology  
 
 


