
Title Theological Dialogues 

Code 5XCFII Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSLU 2 
FHEQ 5 Credits 20 Total Learning Hours 200 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations None 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours Weeks 

Timetabled Contact: Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes 15 24 

Supported Open Learning: 
Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work and guidance through core 
resources. 

35 24 

Independent Study: 

Student’s own learning activities and skills 
development, including preparation for timetabled 
sessions, individual study, use of VLE learning 
resources, preparing and writing assignments 

150 24 

Total:  200 24 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual work in church life in relation to module 
assignments 15  

 
Rationale and Aims 

It is important to understand the ‘dialogical’ nature of theology, in three respects: because, firstly, it is an 
ongoing conversation between different sources (revelation requires discernment); secondly, it is always 
engaging at interfaces with other disciplines and traditions (it cannot speak simply to itself); and thirdly, it is a 
conversation of the community (not a monologue). Building on the approaches to Theology at level 4, this 
module therefore engages in theology as dialogue.  
 
This module aims to equip the student: 

• To identify and understand different perspectives.  
• To engage in conversation thoughtfully and responsively: through engagement with ‘conversations’ 

regarding children and learning in churches, and religious diversity and science. 
• To do theology constructively.  

 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1) Demonstrate understanding of and evaluate the dialogical nature of theology, as an ongoing 
conversation between different kinds of evidence and different viewpoints. 

2) Identify and reflect critically on different theological perspectives and their interaction with church 
practice. 

3) Critically analyse your own and your church’s theological dialogue with regards to the place of children 
or of learning within its life. 

4) Critically analyse a theological dialogue in the context of science or religious diversity.  
 
 
Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# Description weighting learning 
outcomes 



1 Written Work (2000 words) [essay] 50% 1, 2, 3 

2 Written Work (2000 words) [essay] 50% 1, 4 

Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least: 
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 

• A minimum mark of 40 in each component. 
 
Indicative Content 

This module examines ‘dialogues’ in a number of ecclesial and theological contexts –  
• The church’s internal life (the place of children and learning within the culture of church).  
• Public issues (secularism, religious diversity and science). 
 
As the module focuses on the theological interface between different viewpoints – both within the church and 
between Christianity and other disciplines – the distinction between ‘apologetic’ and ‘dialectical’ public theologies 
is therefore intrinsic to the discussions;  
• Approaches to Christian theology which prioritise Christianity’s givenness and capacity to fulfil what others 

are doing. 
• Approaches to Christian theology which prioritise Christianity’s openness to undergo revision itself through 

encounter with an Other.  
 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Astley, J. (ed.) (2000) Learning in the Way: Research and Reflection on Adult Christian Education. Leominster, 
Gracewing. 
Knitter, P.F. (2002) Introducing Theologies of Religions. Maryknoll, Orbis. 
McGrath, A. (2015) Inventing the Universe: Why we can’t stop talking about science, faith and God. London, 
Hodder and Stoughton. 
Polkinghorne, J. (2011) Science and Religion in Quest of Truth. London, SPCK. 
Richards, A. and Privett, P. (2009) Through the eyes of a child: new insights in theology from a child’s 
perspective. London, Church House Publishing. 
 
 
Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

FD Practical Theology  
 
 


