
Title The Bible: Law And Letters 

Code 5XCFHH Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSJU 2 
FHEQ 5 Credits 20 Total Learning Hours 200 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations None 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours weeks 

Timetabled Contact: Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes 15 12 

Supported Open Learning: 
Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work and guidance through core 
resources. 

30 12 

Independent Study: 

Student’s own learning activities and skills 
development, including preparation for timetabled 
sessions, individual study, use of VLE learning 
resources, preparing and writing assignments 

155 12 

Total:  200 12 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual work integrating personal faith and 
module related studies 15  

 
Rationale and Aims 

The biblical modules respect the separate identities of the Hebrew Scriptures and at the same time affirm the 
coherence of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament within the Christian Bible.  Each module brings 
together the Study of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament around the pivotal role of Jesus Christ.  
The Biblical modules at Level 4 have made use of a variety of translations, introduced a range of exegetical 
tools and explored the relationship between the Prophets and the Gospels and the challenge that relationship 
brings to the church of today to be true to its call of God to have a dissenting, prophetic voice in today’s world.  
This module turns to the Torah, Acts and Epistles, through which God’s people have wrestled with the reality of 
living in God’s presence. It introduces an important new tool for the interpretation of the bible: a basic 
understanding of the way the biblical languages work: it focuses on scripture texts that introduce concepts that 
are accessible in Hebrew and Greek, and for which an understanding of the way those languages work is vital. 
 
This module aims: 

• To explore the Torah, Acts and Epistles as ways in which God’s people have engaged with their 
relationship with God. 

• To enhance the use of exegetical and hermeneutic tools in interpreting the biblical texts. 
• To introduce the way biblical languages work as a means of understanding key concepts in the Torah, 

Acts and the Epistles. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1) Demonstrate a depth of awareness of connections between the People of God in the Hebrew 
Scriptures and in the New Testament and, particularly in the Torah, Acts and Letters. 

2) Critically evaluate the relationship between the People of God in the Hebrew Scriptures and in the New 
Testament and the experience of the people of God in the contemporary world. 

3) Critically apply exegetical tools in interpreting the Torah, Acts and Epistles. 
4) Demonstrate a basic understanding of the way biblical languages work in relation to the Torah, Acts 

and Epistles.  
 



 
Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# Description weighting learning 
outcomes 

1 Written Work (3000 words) [essay] 75% 1, 2, 3 

2 Written Work (1000 words) [notes on Bible passages] 25% 4 

Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least: 
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 

•  A minimum mark of 40 in each component. 
 
Indicative Content 

The module builds on modules 4XCFAA and 4XCFDD, by encouraging the use of exegetical tools in studying 
the Torah, Acts and Epistles. A new tool for interpretation is introduced, in a basic understanding of the way 
biblical languages work. These are applied to the following themes: 
 
• The People of God in Jerusalem and the Jewish World – Acts, James, Hebrews and Paul. 
• The People of God in the Torah – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
• The People of God in the Gentile World – Acts, Paul, Peter and Revelation. 
• Insights from the Bible into what it means to be the People of God today. 
• Unity and Diversity – insights from the Bible into what binds us together as the People of God. 
• The People of the Word and the words – key insights from biblical languages. 
 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Alexander, T.D. (1995) From Paradise to the Promised Land. An Introduction to the Main Themes of the 
Pentateuch. Carlisle, Paternoster Press. 
Barton, J. and Muddiman, J. (2007) The Oxford Bible Commentary. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 
Marshall, I. H., Travis, S., Paul, I. (2011) Exploring the New Testament, volume 2, The Letters and 
Revelation.2nd ed. London, SPCK. 
Wenham, D. and Walton, S (2011) Exploring the New Testament, volume 1, The Gospels and Acts. London, 
SPCK. 
Wenham, G. (2003) Exploring the Old Testament volume 1 The Pentateuch. London, SPCK. 
 

Indicative journals / periodicals (3 examples from current subscriptions): 

Expository Times 
Journal for the Study of the New Testament 
Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 
 
 
Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

FD in Practical Theology  
 


