
Title World Religions 

Code 4XCFG1 Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSJU 1 
FHEQ 4 Credits 10 Total Learning Hours 100 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations 

4XCFG2 
4XCFG3 
4XCFG4 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours weeks 

Timetabled Contact: Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes 7.5 12 

Supported Open Learning: 

Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work, guidance through core 
resources and interaction with local resource 
person. 

17.5 12 

Independent Study: 

Student’s own learning activities and skills 
development, including preparation for timetabled 
sessions, journaling and field study, individual 
study, use of VLE learning resources, preparing 
and writing assignments. 

75 12 

Total:  100 12 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual work in personal development in church 
and discipleship 20  

 
Rationale and Aims 

Religion is a set of complex human phenomena, which have developed within and between cultures. Recent 
events have demonstrated the power of religious belief both to encourage community building and to give rise to 
violent division. It is important that students gain an understanding of the complexity of religions and, particularly, 
the concept of exclusive claims and practices. 
 
This module aims 

• To investigate some important features of the concept of ‘religion’. 
• To investigate some important features of two religions that are currently practised. 
• To encourage a study of theories that explain religion as a socio-cultural phenomenon. 
• To explore religious cultures that have exclusive practices. 
• To explore the interaction between religious culture and the wider community, e.g. through social 

interaction or where there are exclusive practices. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1) Explain the major features of one Abrahamic or one Vedic current world religion, apart from Christianity. 
2) Explore the relation between a religious culture and the wider community.  

 
 
Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# Description Weighting learning 
outcomes 

1 Case Study (1500 words) 100% 1, 2 



Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least: 
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 

An overall pass mark for the module. 
 
Indicative Content 

• What is religion? Some major features of the most popular religions. 
• The sociology of religion, religion and family life, religious responses to social issues. 
• Claims arising from fundamentalism and exclusivity. 
• The relationship between ‘religion’ and faith. What does Jesus say about religions? 

 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Davie, G. (2013) Sociology of Religion. London, Sage Publications Ltd.  
Hamilton, M. (2001) The Sociology of Religion: Theoretical and Comparative Perspectives. 2nd ed, 
London, Routledge.    
McQuire, M. (2008) Religion: The Social Context. Waveland Press Inc. 
Russell, G. (2013) Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms: Journeys into the Disappearing Religions of the 
Middle East. New York, Basic Civitas Books. 
Smart, N. (1998) The World’s Religions (2nd ed) Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.  
 
Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

Certificate in Higher Education Practical Theology 
FD Practical Theology 
 

 

 


