
Title Local Mission And Community Development 

Code 4XCFE6 Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSJU 1 
FHEQ 4 Credits 10 Total Learning Hours 100 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations 4XCFE7 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours weeks 

Timetabled Contact: Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes 7.5  24 

Supported Open Learning: 

Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work, guidance through core 
resources and interaction with local resource 
person/organisation.  

17.5 24 

Independent Study: 

Student’s own learning activities and skills 
development, including preparation for timetabled 
sessions, journaling and field study, individual 
study, use of VLE learning resources, preparing 
and writing assignments 

75 24 

Total:  100 24 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual fieldwork related to module 
assignments 20  

 
Rationale and Aims 

Local church mission arises from a church’s place in its community. Through a visit to a local church involved in 
mission in its community, this module explores biblical texts in relation to God’s purposes for the community, and 
equips the student to reflect on local issues from a wider cultural perspective. It relates these to the activities of 
the local church. 
 
The module aims to: 

• Explore God’s purposes for the community as revealed in the Bible. 
• Compare a number of models of mission and community engagement. 
• Engage with the links between mission and community and the local church. 
• Explore in more detail the mission in a local church. 

 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1) Reflect on the interaction between a local church and its community in the context of local issues. 
2) Outline approaches to mission and community development and the relations between them. 

 
 
Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# description weighting learning 
outcomes 

1 Case Study (1500 words) 100% 1, 2 

Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least: 
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 



An overall pass mark for the module. 
 
Indicative Content 

• Understanding Community: social trends, cultural diversity. 
• Missio Dei: God at work in church and community. 
• Models of local mission and outreach, including mission-shaped ministry. 
• The Church in post-modern, multicultural and secular Britain. 
• Fresh Expressions of church, church planting. 

 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Ballard, P. and Husselbee, L. (2007) Community and Ministry: An Introduction to Community development in a 
Christian Context. London, SPCK.  
Greenwood, R. (2013) Being Church: The Formation of Christian Community. London, SPCK. 
Hinton, J. (2002) Changing churches: building bridges in local mission. London, CTBI.  
Kirk, J.A. (1999) What is Mission? Theological Explorations. London, Darton, Longman & Todd. 
McKnight, S (2014) Returning to the Radical Mission of the Local Church. Michigan, Brazos Press.  
 
Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

Certificate of Higher Education Practical Theology 
FD Practical Theology 
 

 

 
 


