
Title The Bible: Jesus And The Prophets 

Code 4XCFDD Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSJU  1 
FHEQ  4 Credits 20 Total Learning Hours 200 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations None 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours weeks 

Timetabled Contact: 
Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes. 
 

15 12 

Supported Open Learning: 

Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work, guidance through core 
resources, VLE activities undertaken in between 
timetabled sessions. 

35 12 

Independent Study: 

 Student’s own learning activities, including 
preparation for timetabled sessions, individual 
study, use of VLE learning resources, preparing 
and writing assignments. 
 

150 12 

Total:  200 12 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual work in personal development in church 
and discipleship 15  

 
Rationale and Aims 

The biblical modules respect the separate identities of the Hebrew Scriptures and at the same time affirm the 
coherence of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament within the Christian Bible.  Each module brings 
together the Study of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament around the pivotal role of Jesus Christ.  
Starting with the Gospel writers’ account of Jesus’ perception of himself as ‘a prophet’ this module explores 
the role of the prophet in the Hebrew Scriptures and introduces the student to some key prophetic writers.   It 
then considers the way in which the Gospel writers present different accounts of the Jesus of history in the 
context of the prophets.  Throughout the module students are challenged to reflect on the way followers of 
Jesus are to speak prophetically today.  It makes connections with the Congregational understanding of the 
importance of dissent in the relationship of the church to the world.   
 
This module aims: 

• To offer an overview of the Prophets and the Gospels. 
• To explore the life and teachings, death and resurrection of Jesus in the light of the Prophets. 
• To help the student make use of exegetical tools in interpreting the Bible. 
• To set the Prophets and the Gospels in the context of the church in today’s world. 
• To strengthen their work in other Biblical modules and their use of the Bible throughout the course. 

 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1) Explain the need for and use a variety of exegetical tools in interpreting the Gospels and prophets. 
2) Explain the way the Gospel writers speak of the Prophets. 
3) Relate the life and teachings, the death and resurrection of Jesus to the prophetic writings. 
4) Relate Prophets and Gospels to their own faith, in the context of the contemporary world. 

 
 



Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# description weighting learning 
outcomes 

1 Written Work (1200 words) [notes on Bible passages] 40% 1, 2, 3, 4 

2 Written Work (1800 words) [essay] 60% 1, 2, 3, 4 

Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least: 
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 

• A minimum mark of 40 in each component. 
 

 
Indicative Content 

The module handbook explores the Gospel writers’ perception of Jesus as a Prophet.  In a study of some key 
Prophets in the Hebrew Scriptures the module explores who the prophets were and what they did.  In the 
light of that exploration the module considers the extent to which the Gospel writers can be said to present 
the historical Jesus as one who stood in the line of the Hebrew prophets and in various ways fulfilled the 
prophets.  The module introduces students to an exegetical tool that makes use of a variety of translations 
and a range of different ways of interpreting a biblical text. 
The Module covers the following themes, relating the Prophets with the Gospels: 
 
• What do the Gospels tell us about Jesus? 
• Who were the Prophets? 
• Jesus: the Prophet and the Prophets. 
• Amos and Hosea – Prophets of Dissent in the Kingdom. 
• Isaiah and Micah – Prophets of Dissent shaping the Kingdom. 
• Ezekiel and Isaiah of Babylon – Prophets of Dissent re-shaping the Kingdom. 
• Jesus – Shaping the Kingdom. 
• Reading Mark – Discovering the Kingdom. 
• Reading Matthew – Living the Kingdom. 
• Jesus – the Prophet who is more than a Prophet. 
 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Bailey, K.E. (2008) Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels. London, SPCK. 
Barton, J, and Muddiman, J. (eds) (2007) The Oxford Bible Commentary. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 
Burridge, R. (2013) Four Gospels, One Jesus? A symbolic reading.  London, SPCK. 
Walton, S. (2011) Exploring the New Testament, volume 1 The Gospels and Acts. 2nd ed. London, SPCK.  
Wenham, D, and McConville, G. (2002) Exploring the Old Testament, Volume 4: The Prophets. London, 
SPCK. 
 

Indicative journals / periodicals (3 examples from current subscriptions): 

Expository Times 

Audio-visual / non-printed material: 

The online Oxford Companion to the Bible 
New Testament Gateway http://www.ntgateway.com/ 
Old Testament Gateway http://www.otgateway.com 
John Barton: http://www.theoldtestament.co.uk  
N. T. Wright: http://www.ntwrightpage.com 
The text this week: http://www.textweek.com/ 
Bible Odyssey: http://www.bibleodyssey.org/ 
 

http://www.ntgateway.com/
http://www.otgateway.com/
http://www.theoldtestament.co.uk/
http://www.ntwrightpage.com/
http://www.textweek.com/
http://www.bibleodyssey.org/


Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

Certificate of Higher Education practical Theology 
FD in Practical Theology 

 

 
 


