
Title Practical Theology In Contemporary Contexts 

Code 4XCFCC Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSJU 1 
FHEQ 4 Credits 20 Total Learning Hours 200 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations None 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours weeks 

Timetabled Contact: 
Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes. 
 

15 12 

Supported Open Learning: 
Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work and guidance through core 
resources.  

35 12 

Independent Study: 

Student’s own learning activities, including 
preparation for timetabled sessions, individual 
study, use of VLE learning resources, preparing 
and writing assignments. 
 

150 12 

Total:  200 12 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual work in personal development in church 
and discipleship 15  

 
Rationale and Aims 

Practical Theology is rooted in an integrated view of theology and life, and engages with a range of 
theological approaches, rather than teaching a single doctrinal position. A central tool is the pastoral cycle, 
which can be applied to experience. In this way, Christian theologies of salvation and evil - identified as 
topics which particularly lend themselves to demonstrating practical-theological methods - are brought into 
interaction with contemporary situations.  
The module aims to: 

• Provide an overview of practical theology and the pastoral cycle tool. 
• Enable the student to apply the pastoral cycle to contemporary situations. 
• Provide a detailed overview of the concept of salvation through Jesus Christ. Engage with various 

theological approaches to the existence of evil. 
 

 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1) Discuss the ways in which biblical and practical theological perspectives inform each other. 
2) Examine contemporary situations, making use of key theological themes and identifying ethical 

considerations. 
3) Employ different theological perspectives through engagement with the concept of salvation through 

Jesus Christ or the problem of evil. 
4) Identify the likely problems and reactions which may arise when such theological perspectives are 

conveyed to members of their church.  
 
 
Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# description weighting learning 
outcomes 



1 Case Study (1500 words) 50% 1, 2 

2 Written Work (1500 words) [specific task] 50% 3, 4 

Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least: 
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 

• A minimum mark of 40 in each component. 
 
Indicative Content 

• An introduction to practical theology and the pastoral cycle tool. 
• Application of the pastoral cycle (case studies from student experience). 
• Overview of various hermeneutical approaches.  
• Consideration of the role of Jesus Christ in relation to the theological concept of salvation. 
• Exploration of theological issues involved with the problem of evil. 

 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Cameron, H. et. al. (2012) Theological Reflection for Human Flourishing: Pastoral Practice and Public 
Theology. London, SCM. 
Ford, D. (2013) Theology: A Very Short Introduction. 2nd ed. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 
Graham, E., Walton, H. and Ward, F. (2005) Theological reflection: methods. London, SCM. 
McGrath, A. (2010) Christian Theology: An Introduction. 5th ed. Oxford, Blackwell. 
Woodward, J. and Pattison S. eds. (2000) The Blackwell Reader in Pastoral and Practical Theology. Oxford, 
Blackwell. 

Indicative journals / periodicals (3 examples from current subscriptions): 

Practical Theology. 
Religious Studies.  
 
Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

Certificate of Higher Education Practical Theology 
FD Practical Theology 
 

 

 
 


