
Title The Bible: Jesus And The People Of God 

Code 4XCFAA Faculty Education and Theology Cost Centre  

Level YSJU  1 
FHEQ  4 Credits 20 Total Learning Hours 200 

Pre-requisites 
Co-requisites None Barred Combinations None 

  
Learning and Teaching 

Type of Learning Activity comprises hours weeks 

Timetabled Contact: Group sessions, including lectures and seminars, 
group learning activities, timetabled online classes 15 12 

Supported Open Learning: 

Guided reading, including module handbook units, 
guided formative work, guidance through core 
resources, VLE activities undertaken in between 
timetabled sessions. 

35 12 

Independent Study: 

Student’s own learning activities, including 
preparation for timetabled sessions, individual 
study, use of VLE learning resources, preparing 
and writing assignments 

150 12 

Total:  200 12 

of which Work-related 
Learning: 

Contextual work in personal development in church 
and discipleship 15  

 
Rationale and Aims 

The biblical modules respect the separate identities of the Hebrew Scriptures and at the same time affirm the 
coherence of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament within the Christian Bible. Each module brings 
together the Study of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament around the pivotal role of Jesus Christ.  
Starting with a study of Luke’s perception of Jesus’s interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 
Testament writers’ use of the Hebrew Scriptures in translation, the module explores why a variety of 
translations and a variety of exegetical tools is valuable in reading the Bible. The module then explores the 
way those exegetical tools can be used in reading the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament in the 
context of the Christian Bible. It draws on the conviction of Pastor John Robinson of the Pilgrim church in 
Leiden that there is always new light and new truth to be found in God’s Word. 
 
This module aims: 

• To offer an overview of the Bible and the variety of translations available today. 
• To explore the way the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament shape and are shaped by the 

People of God. 
• To explore the centrality of the life and teaching, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for a 

Christian reading of the Bible. 
• To help the student to develop a range of exegetical tools in interpreting the Bible. 
• To set the Bible in the context of contemporary church worship, and the contemporary world. 
• To strengthen their work in other Biblical modules but also contribute to the way they draw on the 

Bible throughout the course. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

1) Explain the need for and use a variety of Bible versions.  
2) Explain the need for and use a variety of exegetical tools in interpreting the Bible.  
3) Make connections between biblical writings, relating texts from the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 

Testament.  



4) Reflect on the central place of the life and teaching, the death and resurrection of Jesus in the Bible, 
in their own faith and in the context of the contemporary world.  

 
Assessment (please include expected word length (for text-based assessment)) 

# Description Weighting learning 
outcomes 

1 Written Work (1200 words) [notes on Bible Passages] 40% 1, 2, 3, 4 

2 Written Work (1800 words) [essay] 60% 1, 2, 3, 4 

Qualified Failures: in order to pass the module, students must achieve at least:  
(for modules with more than one summative assessment component please delete as applicable) 

•  A minimum mark of 40 in each component.  
 
Indicative Content 

The module handbook explores Luke’s perception of Jesus’ approach to the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 
Testament writers’ use of the Hebrew Scriptures in translation and then introduces students to the variety of 
modern translations and a range of exegetical tools. These are then used throughout the module to bring the 
Hebrew Scriptures together with the New Testament in an exploration of a number of themes.  
 

• Jesus and the People of God reading the Bible. 
• New Testament writers and the people of God reading the Hebrew Scriptures in translation. 
• The people of God, holders, shapers and translators of the Bible. 
• The people of God speaking of God: tool 1: an Introduction to the different genres of Scripture. 
• The people of God in history: tool 2 historical interpretations of the Bible. 
• The people of God producing literature: tool 3 literary approaches to the Bible. 
• The people of God in Christ: tool 4 reading the Bible with a focus on the Christ event. 
• The people of God at worship: tool 5 using the Bible in worship and prayer. 
• The people of God in today’s world: tool 6 post-modern interpretations of the Bible.  

 
 
Library Resources 
Indicative essential book provision (5 examples): 

Barton, J. (2010) The Bible – The Basics. Oxon, Routledge. 
Bowker, J. (2004) The Complete Bible Handbook. London, Dorling Kindersley. 
Drane, J. (2010) Introducing the New Testament. Oxford, Lion Publishing. 
Drane, J. (2011) Introducing the Old Testament. Oxford, Lion Publishing. 
Wright, N.T. (2005) Scripture and the Authority of God. London, SPCK.  

Indicative journals / periodicals (3 examples from current subscriptions): 

Expository Times 

Audio-visual / non-printed material: 

The online Oxford Companion to the Bible http://www.oxfordbiblicalstudies.com 
New Testament Gateway http://www.ntgateway.com/ 
Old Testament Gateway http://www.otgateway.com 
John Barton: http://www.theoldtestament.co.uk  
N. T. Wright: http://www.ntwrightpage.com 
The text this week: http://www.textweek.com/ 
Bible Odyssey: http://www.bibleodyssey.org/ 
 
Title(s) of award bearing programmes to which the module contributes 

Certificate of Higher Education Practical Theology 
FD Practical Theology 
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