Module 4: BEING CONGREGATIONAL: 

Level 3: Foundation
10 Credits (equivalent)

Tutors: Helen Hardman, Richard Pickering and Janet Wootton 

Semester 1 and 2

Time commitment:
3 x 90 minute sessions at three training weekends, plus 70 hours private study, including completion of assignments
Aims of the module

· to explore the practice of Congregational Principles in day to day church life

· to root the study of the Bible and Christianity in the life of a Congregational church

· to discover how a church can be Christ Centred, Spirit-filled, Inclusive, Well managed, Worshipful and Missional

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module students will be able to:

· demonstrate an understanding of congregational ecclesiology

· relate the biblical and theological study to lived experience within a congregational church

· reflect on the practice of congregationalism in the context of his or her own church

· reflect on the challenges faced by a congregational church in today’s world

How it works:

This is a six unit module, including three ninety minute sessions, as outlined below:

Module Notes

A Congregational Church is . . . 

Unit 1:Christ-centred
Unit 2:Spirit-filled
Unit 3:Well-managed
Unit 4: Inclusive
Unit 5: Worshipful
Unit 6: Missional

Teaching Sessions

Session 1
(October) Christ-Centred, Spirit-Filled, Inclusive

Session 2
(February) The life of a Congregational Church

Session 3
(June) Gathering the Threads: Our Congregational Churches are . . . 

Assessment

Assignment 1 (600 words)

You are asked to write an article for your church magazine or website. Choose ONE of the following topics. Use the relevant unit of the module as a background to your work. Your work will be marked on presentation as well as content. You may include pictures, but they do not form part of the word count. Please insert your church’s name where the questions say ‘xx’/

a)
xx church has CHRIST AT THE CENTRE: This is how you can tell!!

b)
SIGNS OF THE SPIRIT at xx church
Assignment 2 (1400 words)

Do TWO of the following (700 words each). Use the relevant unit of the module as a background to your work. 

a)
Attend a church meeting at your church; describe and reflect on the process by which a decision was made. Why is it done that way?

b)
Attend a children’s OR youth activity OR adult teaching activity in the life of your church; describe and reflect on the activity. Does it help to integrate and include the people involved in the whole life of the church?

c)
Attend a communion service at your church; describe and reflect on the practice of communion. Why is it done that way?

d)
Describe and reflect on one means of outreach in your church. Is it effective, and why (or why not)?

For queries about the Module or an Assignment, 

contact the Course Director, Janet Wootton,
The Congregational Federation, 8 Castle Gate, Nottingham, NG1 7AS
E-mail: training@congregational.org.uk; Telephone:  0115 911 1460

Reading and Resources

Argent, Alan, The Nature of the Household of Faith: Some Principles of Congregationalism, (Nottingham: Congregational Federation, 2012)

Nockels, Suzanne and Janet Wootton, Christ in all Things (Nottingham: Congregational Federation, 2012)

The Congregationalist, quarterly publication by the Congregational Federation, http://www.congregational.org.uk/the-congregationalist/the-congregationalist-1 

Congregational Federation website: www.congregational.org.uk has information on all aspects of church life, learning and mission, and is continuously updated.
