Module 3
A JOURNEY INTO THE WORLD

Level 3: GIFT Programme
10 Credits (equivalent)

Tutor: Richard Pickering

Time commitment:
3 x 90 minute sessions, plus 60 hours private study, including completion of assignments
Aims of the Module:

· to help people take the next steps in their journey of faith with Jesus into the world

· to provide an overview of Christianity and the beliefs at the heart of the Christian faith.

· to introduce basic skills needed to study the history of Christianity

· to enable people to locate the Congregational Way of being the Church in the context of the history of Christianity, and in the world-wide Church of today.

· to encourage people to relate their own experience of Christian faith and Church life to the experience other people have and to the contemporary world.

Learning Outcomes (Knowledge & Understanding, Evaluation, Skills)

At the end of this course students will be able to:

Knowledge, understanding

· summarise some of the central beliefs of the Christian faith

· recognise the distinctive features of the Congregational Way of being Church, in the context of Christian history and tradition.

· compare different ways the Church can engage with the world at large and contemporary society.

Evaluation, skills

· evaluate their own local church life in the light of the Congregational Way of being Church

· produce and share material for use in worship in their own church

· engage in mission and social outreach in their own context.

COURSE OUTLINE

The Module is made up of five sections providing a brief introduction to Christianity.  It makes use of Michael Keene’s Lion Access Guide, Christianity, and an accompanying study guide.

1. One Faith ... many beliefs - an introduction to some of the beliefs that are at the heart of the Christian faith

2. One Church ... many churches - a look at the different ways of being Church that have emerged in the last 2000 years with special reference to the Congregational Way of being the Church.

3. One World ... many peoples - an exploration of the changing nature of global engagement, from world mission to concerns for the environment and living in a multi-faith world.

4. One Lord ... many ways of worshipping - reflections on personal prayer and shared worship

5. One Way ... many ways - a survey of Christianity in the world of today, with a special look at Christianity and Culture. 

The time commitment is around 60 hours plus three 90 minute teaching sessions.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment of the module is by written assignment, consisting of a variety of tasks. Details of the four tasks that make up the assignment are given in the Module Notes. One task is linked to the Old Testament, one to the New Testament and one has to do with prayer and worship.

a) brief notes on a selected topic to show participants have understood the presentation of material and can explain its significance

b) brief notes on a further selected topic

c) an essay giving participants the opportunity to develop essay-writing skills and explore a theme more fully

d) devotional material for use in personal prayer and in church worship, enabling participants to integrate their study with their personal and church lives

Assignments will be returned in the specified time and will be accompanied by constructive comments. Grading of the module will be done according to the standard assessment criteria.

For queries about the Module or an Assignment, 

contact the  Director of Studies, Janet Wootton,
The Congregational Federation, 8 Castle Gate, Nottingham, NG1 7AS
E-mail: training@congregational.org.uk; Telephone:  0115 911 1460

Reading and Resources

The Bible.

Continue to use the translations you used for Module 2. 

Michael Keene, Christianity (Lion Access Guides, Lion Publishing, 2002)

The Congregationalist – the magazine of the Congregational Federation

The Prayer Handbook – published by the URC in partnership with the Congregational Federation, the Presbyterian Church in Wales and the Union of Welsh Independents.

Alan Argent, The Nature of the Household of Faith: Some Principles of Congregationalism, (Nottingham: Congregational Federation, 2012)

Suzanne Nockels and Janet Wootton, Christ in All Things (Nottingham: Congregational Federation, 2011)

Web Resources
www.congregational.org.uk is the web site of the Congregational Federation.  There is extensive information about Congregational churches, the Congregational Federation, and our history.  There are also links to other churches we are in partnership with.

www.cwmission.org.uk is the website of the Council for World Mission. It has information about the partner churches we are linked with in the Council for World Mission, as well as many articles on mission.  There are also valuable links to the world-wide church community.

www.intercong.org takes you to the website of the International Congregational Fellowship.

www.ctbi.org.uk is the website of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland and has a particularly useful set of links to national bodies, member ‘churches’ and other agencies.

http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk The Fresh Expressions website:

Please follow links to stories and resources
Also please note sign up for free e-newlsetter: http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/signup
Further Reading

If you want to take your studies further the following are recommended:

Bradshaw, Paul F The New SCM Dictionary of Liturgy and Worship edited by (London: SCM, 2013) Michael Durber, Richard Cleaves and Janet Wootton have contributed articles on Congregational Worship, Baptism, Communion, Weddings and Funerals 

Durber, Michael and Richard Cleaves, Patterns for Worship (Congregational Federation, 1992, also available from www.congregational.org.uk/patternsforworship ) this contains notes on worship in Congregational Church.

Hill, J. (ed) The New Lion Handbook: The History of Christianity (Oxford: Lion, 2007, 2009) is used for the Church History module at the next Level of the Integrated Training Course.

Horrell, D. G. (2010). The Bible and the Environment: Towards a Critical Ecological Biblical Theology. London: Equinox.

McManners John (ed.) The Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity,(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001) is another useful guide to Church history and world Christianity - it is available in paperback without the illustrations.

Mshana, R. R. (2011). Economic and Ecological Justice: Challenging Mission in the 21st Century in the Work of the Council for World Mission and the Ecumenical Family. In D. van der Water, Postcolonial Mission: Power and Partnership in World Christianity (pp. 177-203). Upland, Ca: Sopher Press.

Sudworth, R. (2007). Distinctly Welcoming: Christian presence in a multifaith society. Bletchley: Scripture Union.

Torry, M., & Thorley, S. (2008). Together and Different: Christians engaging with people of other faiths. Norwich: Canterbury Press.

Young, John Teach Yourself Christianity (London: Teach Yourself, 2003) as this Module and as the Lion Access Guide but in greater depth.

