Module 1: THE WORD OF LIFE

Level 3: Foundation
10 Credits (equivalent)

Tutor: Janet Wootton 

Semester 1

Time commitment:
3 x 90 minute sessions at three training weekends, plus 70 hours private study, including completion of assignments
Aims of the module

· to introduce the Bible, its writers and forms of writing

· to set the Bible in its own religious, geographical, historical and social contexts

· to explain how the Bible has come to us

· to set Jesus in the context of the Bible

· to reflect on the impact the Bible continues to have

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module students will be able to:

· demonstrate an understanding of the biblical writings in their context

· trace broad themes through the Bible

· relate the Bible to their own faith and discipleship

· reflect on the relevance of the Bible for contemporary issues

How it works:

This is a five unit module, including three ninety minute sessions, as outlined below:

Module Notes

Unit 1: The Range and Wealth of Biblical Writing
Unit 2: Writers, Compilers, Translators and Readers
Unit 3: Creation, Challenge and Promise
Unit 4: A New Covenant
Unit 5: The Word of Life
Teaching Sessions

Session 1
(October) Opening the Treasure Chest

Session 2
(October) Meeting the People

Session 3
(February) Gathering the Threads

Assessment

Task 1)
900 words: Select two key passages of different genres (e.g. one story and one poem) from different parts of the Old Testament. Write 450 words on each passage: briefly describe the passage and outline its relevance to your life OR your church OR a contemporary situation.

Task 2)
100 words: Use the Template on page 48 of this handbook, and say what you would add to the creed, about the life and teaching of Jesus.

Task 3)
1000 words: 

Show how the New Testament describes Jesus fulfilling:

EITHER the prophetic hopes for the Messiah

OR God’s covenant with the people of God.

Quote from both Old and New Testaments, and from your wider reading.

For queries about the Module or an Assignment,

 the Course Director, Janet Wootton,
The Congregational Federation, 8 Castle Gate, Nottingham, NG1 7AS
E-mail: training@congregational.org.uk; Telephone:  0115 911 1460

Reading and Resources

The Bible.

You may well have your own Bible and want to keep with what you are familiar.  That’s fine for the GIFT Course, though if you go forward to Level 4 you will be guided to some specific translations.  For study purposes we recommend the New Revised Standard Version or the New International Version. It is good to read other versions alongside these, as the range of interpretations can offer insight into the meaning of the text. 

Core Books

We use the same two main books as a background to both the opening modules in this programme. Copies are available in the library in Castlegate, or through book shops or other suppliers:

Ford, D., Theology: a Very Short Introduction, (2nd edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013)

Young, J, Christianity: an Introduction (London: Teach Yourself, 2010)

Further Reading

We hope that you will make use of a variety of source and resources. Here are some suggestions for further reading, but you may wish to explore other sources as well.

Tom Wright is doing for this generation what William Barclay did for a previous generation.  He is making substantial scholarship available in a popular and accessible format.  

His Matthew for Everyone, Mark for Everyone, Luke for Everyone, John for Everyone (London: SPCK 2001 up to Revelation for Everyone, 2011) is a wonderful series of commentaries on the New Testament.  They are in exactly the same format as William Barclay’s Daily Study Bible.  After providing his own translation of the text Tom Wright goes on to unpack the meaning of the text, relating it to the modern world.

He has also produced a set of study guides for use individually or with groups, starting with Matthew: 25 Studies for Individuals or Groups (SPCK, 2009)

John Drane, Introducing the Old Testament (Oxford: Lion, 2011) and John Drane, Introducing the New Testament [Oxford: Lion, 2010).

The New Lion Bible Encyclopaedia, edited by Mike Beaumont (Oxford: Lion, 2012) is an excellent basic introduction to the Bible.  It includes colour charts and maps, summaries of the books of the Bible and is particularly valuable when you want to explore the world of Jesus.

In the 21st century, we are aware that there are lots of diverse voices bringing new insights into reading the Bible. We hope you will make use of resources such as:

Craig Keener and M. Daniel Carroll (ed.), Global Voices: Reading the Bible in the Majority World (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, c2013)

Choi Hee An and Katheryn Pfisterer Darr (ed.) Engaging the Bible: critical readings from contemporary women  (Philadelphia, PA.: Fortress, 2006)
Daniel Patte (ed.) Global Bible Commentary, (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2004)

Tokunboh Adeyemo (ed.) Africa Bible Commentary (Nairobi, Kenya: WordAlive/Zondervan, 2006)

Further Study on the Internet

We particularly recommend two Gateways for the study of the Bible:

The Old Testament Gateway 

The New Testament Gateway 

The Text This Week.  This is linked closely to Lectionary readings.  The archive material on this site is exceptionally rich and helpful.  You can go to the Biblical Concordance pages, find a particular passage of the Bible and access links relevant to that passage.  The Art Concordance takes you from a particular passage to works of art on the net; the Film Concordance points you from a particular passage to clips from feature films.

When studying the Gospels it is fascinating to read the Gospels side by side.  The Synoptic Gospels Page lets you do that automatically - it also enables you to put the Gospel of Thomas alongside passages from the biblical Gospels.

