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IN TOUCH

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

February 2026

2 Corinthians 5:17

Advanced Notice

National Assembly 2026
Friday 8, Saturday 9, Sunday 10 May
The Hope Centre, Sheffield
Hosted by the North East Area

More details to follow

Dates for your diary
February

2 - Candlemas
8 - Racial Justice Sunday
14 - Valentines Day

17 - Shrove Tuesday
18 - Ash Wednesday

CF Meetings and Events
e 27 / 28 - Accreditation and Pastoral Care Board
e Sundays 9pm - International Zoom Gatherings
April 23rd CIPT Open Day in Nottingham

May 8 - 10" National Assembly in Sheffield

% Christian Aid Partnership 2024-26

We are very pleased to report that we have now sent
£3,470.45 to Christian Aid from our Churches that have
responded so generously to our Malawi Appeal.

We are beyond happy with this response ... but there is still
time for you to contribute to this magnificent total.

The appeal will close at the end of February ...

We have also set a date of Monday 23rd March at
7pm-7.30pm for a CF Christian Aid prayer event to close
our Malawi Appeal and launch our new project.

Please put this date in your diary.

Refresh

Look out for the Spring Edition of Refresh dropping through
your doors towards the end of the month - its full of
exciting news and articles.

At the Council meeting last November it was agreed that
each member of your church will now receive their own
copy during 2026 - wonderful.

We hope you all enjoy receiving and reading your copy.

This will be reviewed at the Council meeting in Nov 2026

TRAINING

C

The Congregational
Institute for
Practical Theology

Thinking about applying to join the Foundation Degree in
Practical Theology course in September?

Due to increased numbers of students currently studying
with us, we are having to limit the number of places
available on the course this year.

If you are thinking of joining us, please get your application
in early to guarantee your place.

Not sure yet?

Then come along to our Open Day on April 23rd where you
will have an opportunity to find out all about the course,
see the facilities and meet some of the students and tutors.

Applications for this year's intake MUST be made by

31st May 2026.

Contact  trainingecongregational.org.uk ~ for  further
information or take a look at the Learning and
Development section of the CF website where you will find
our prospectus.

Church Support
The Church Support team are here to help you, any
question is not to big or to small, to easy or to difficult.

You and your church matter to us.

We can offer support with Safeguarding, technology and
website matters, learning and training, property, buildings,
and other church matters, even finance.
Though we can't tell you what to do or how to run your
church we can offer advice and support.
Our team are happy to visit your church. Talking and being

there in person is often the best way forward. @

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us,
we will do our best to help.

"ASECLUDEDPLAGE" 2026

I Journey through Lent NN

Our Lent/Easter/Pentecost series of reflections will begin
on
Wednesday 18 February 2026.
These reflections are designed to inspire, challenge and
uplift your faith.

Join us on the journey.

If you've been receiving our Life-Light emails there's nothing
further you need to do.

To sign up visit: congregational.org.uk/asecludedplace
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Calendar Challenge
February

“Organise a Valentine’s afternoon tea for all the church
family and perhaps invite those who have been married
in the church to come along”.

See attached sheet for ideas

John 3:16 NIV

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.

Children and Youth Corner

40acts of Kindness starts on Wednesday 18" February

Join thousands this Lent for a 40-day generosity challenge -
building habits, deepening faith and reflecting the heart of

Creative Corner

Do you have a creative group at your church?
or would you likeone?
Would you like a creative workshop or activity at your church?
Please get in touch and we will do our best to help you.
supportecongregational.org.uk

Whilst the Knitted Bible Exhibition was at the offices in
Nottingham there was no charge for admittance, we did
however leave out donation plates for those who wished to
donate.

We received donations of £443.40
with £221.70 going to both Christian Aid and
Christian Rebuild.

Thank you for your support, whether it was by visiting,
co-hosting or prayer it was appreciated.

Jesus through everyday acts.
Each day offers a simple invitation to give, bless, and grow
in generosity - one act at a time.

visit www.stewardship.org.uk/40acts

World Day of Prayer - March 6th 2026

Bible Reading Fellowship / Messy Church have produced a
new activity for this day.

‘I will give you rest, come’ by Rachel Gotobed.

This can be used / adapted for all ages m

www.messychurch.brf.org.uk/latest /resources/world-day-
of-prayer-2026

All Nations Church, Swansea

Serving the Community Award 2026

We are delighted that the Congregational Insurance are
sponsoring the Award again this year.

We are looking for churches that continue to meet the
needs of their local community through harnessing the
energy, commitment and skills of church members and
volunteers.

Every year we recognise some of the wonderful work
undertaken by church members. This year we're looking for
churches that make a real difference within their
community.

Nominate your church for an award today and share your
experience with others.

Closing date for nominations: Monday 2nd March 2026
send completed forms into the office or by email to
supportecongregational.org.uk o

“ongregational

10" Anniversary

Many friends joined to celebrate what the Lord has done
for us.

From the very first day , the Lord has been so faithful,
supplying all that is needed for our ministry.

He has provided good friends, financial support, and
spiritual strength to continue serving the community in the
name of Jesus.

We reflected on God’s Word from Genesis 9, focusing on
His promise of blessing to the children of Noah and were
encouraged to apply this promise to our fellowship—that it
is a place where people can find peace, security, and life,
just as Noah's ark was in his time.

Everyone shared in fellowship after the service.
a1

Mr Jaesub Lim

We would love to share news and events from your church to the wider
Congregational family.
send fo
supportecongregational.org.uk

Double Portion Church, Newport, Isle of Wight.

Their Weekly Bible Study ‘Food for Thought’
have started the All for Jesus, Jesus for all course.

They had a varied group from a brand new
Christian to those of us who are a little more
; mature in our Christian lives.
" JWe enjoyed looking at what discipleship is about
and what it means to us individually.
They are looking forward to exploring and going
deeper over the next few weeks|

Has your church started this course? or would you like to?

To find out who your local ambassador is or copies of this
resource contact
adminecongregational.org.uk




Our New Monthly Property Series

Congregational churches are independently governed, with local members carrying the responsibility of caring for
buildings, land, and other assets entrusted to them. From chapels and halls to houses and open land, church property
plays a vital role in worship, mission, and community life.

In this new monthly series, Congregational Property A-Z.
We'll explore property topics from A to Z, offering practical guidance shaped by the realities of congregational
governance.

Whether your church owns a listed building, a hall, land or multiple properties, these aim to help trustees and members
understand their responsibilities and make informed decisions.
We warmly invite readers to suggest topics or questions they would like covered in future editions, ensuring this series
reflects the real challenges and opportunities faced by congregational churches today.

Please contact our Trust and Property Manager with your suggestions - kate.bassecongregational.org.uk

/“\ Congregational Property A-Z

A is for Asbestos

Asbestos is a naturally occurring, fibrous material which,
if inhaled, can cause serious diseases. These include
cancers of the lungs and chest linings, which may take
many years to develop following exposure. Because of
these serious health risks, asbestos is now recognised as
a major hazard in buildings where it remains.

Although asbestos was banned in the UK in 2000, it can
still be found in many older church buildings. For
congregational churches who are responsible for
maintaining historic chapels, halls, houses, and other
assets, this makes asbestos an important issue to
understand and manage.

Where might asbestos be found?
Asbestos was commonly used because of its strength
and resistance to heat. In church buildings, it may still be
present in places such as:

¢ Heating systems and boiler insulation

¢ Ceiling tiles and textured coatings

¢ Floor tiles and adhesive

e Roofing materials, including sheets and shingles

L)
These materials are not always obvious, and asbestos is
often only discovered when repairs, alterations, or
maintenance works are planned.

Types of asbestos

There are three main types of asbestos that can still be
found in buildings today:

¢ Blue asbestos (crocidolite)

¢ Brown asbestos (amosite)

¢ White asbestos (chrysotile)
All three are dangerous carcinogens. There is no safe
level of exposure, which is why careful management is
essential.

Your legal responsibility

Churches have a statutory duty to manage the risk from
any asbestos that may be present in their buildings. In
congregational churches, this responsibility usually falls
to trustees or those appointed to manage the property.

If you own, manage, or are responsible for a church
building, you should take reasonable steps to understand
whether asbestos is present and ensure it does not pose
a risk to members, volunteers, contractors, or visitors.

Asbestos Management Checklist for Churches

 Identify whether asbestos is present and assess the risk

of exposure

/ Make and keep suitable records, including an asbestos

register where required

«/ Prepare a management plan explaining how risks will

be controlled

 Implement the plan and review it periodically

/ Provide clear information to anyone who may work on

or disturb asbestos-containing materials

/ Appoint a qualified professional to inspect and report
Check insurance requirements, as an asbestos report

may be essential.

Trustees’ Top Tips
Never assume a material is asbestos-free just because it
looks modern
Do not disturb suspected asbestos—damage releases
fibres
Tell contractors in advance if asbestos is known or
suspected
Keep reports accessible, not locked away
Review asbestos information regularly, especially
before any building works
Include asbestos checks in routine property inspections
When in doubt, seek professional advice —it is safer
and often required.

This article is intended as a basic

guide to raise awareness rather

than provide detailed technical

advice. Managing asbestos

properly helps protect not only

the congregation, but also .
contractors, volunteers, and

the wider community who use

church buildings.

For further
guidance, visit the Government website and search for
“Asbestos: general information.”

For property and buildings questions or advice contact
Kate Bass
Trust and Property Manager at
kate.bassecongregational.org.uk

C

Congregational
Federation



